THE  HEAD  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT

finally, the President's Cabinet is not a Cabinet
in the English sense. In England Cabinet
Ministers are Members of Parliament, and they
form a team under the leadership of the Prime
Minister. In the United States Cabinet Minis-
ters are political heads of departments, but they
may not be members of Congress; they are not a
team; they owe obedience to the President
alone; they are under his control. Not all Presi-
dents have thought it necessary to call their
Ministers together regularly in a Cabinet meet-
ing, as Lincoln did.

What the American Cabinet is today is a re-
sult of the proceedings of a succession of Presi-
dents since the Constitution began to work. To
no President does it owe more than to Abraham
Lincoln. He used to the full the powers which
the Constitution gave him as chief executive,
and he treated his Cabinet accordingly. It i$,
worth while perhaps to recall the powers of the
President as head of the government.

The Constitution expressly says that 'the
executive power shall be vested in a President of
the United States of America.' It is assumed that
he will have officials to assist him, for it says, 'He
may require the opinion, in writing, of the prin-
cipal officer in each of the executive depart-
ments, upon any subject relating to the duties
of their respective offices/ But he has not the
sole power to appoint the officials. In this execu-
tive act he must have the advice and consent of
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